Syllabus 2015-2016
Turner Ashby High School
Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics

Course Description:


The focus of this course will be to introduce the student to the analytical study of United States government and politics. Lessons will be centered on the basic philosophies that influenced the creation of our republic, the Constitution and its application to the practices of governing and citizenship, the politics that are the “sport” of American government, and the various government institutions. The course is designed to meet the rigid requirements of the Advanced Placement Program, and to prepare students to successfully pass the Advanced Placement Exam administered on Tuesday, May 10, 2016.  This course will incorporate several teaching methods such as lecture, Socratic seminars and discussions, essay writing, interactive note taking, two year long projects, “flip” classroom, and any other acceptable teaching method that the instructor may use during the term of the course.

Course Texts: (Students)
Government By The People, Twenty-Fifth Edition; David B. Magleby, Paul C. Light,  Christine L. Nemacheck, 2012; Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, N.J.


Critical Thinking and American Government, 4th Edition: Brudney, Culver and Weber, 2007, Wadsworth/Thomson, Belmont, CA

Lanahan Readings in the American Polity, 5th Edition:  Edited by Ann G. Servow and Evertt C. Ladd, 2007, Lanahan Publishers, Inc., Baltimore, MD
Additional Teacher Texts:

Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy 16th Edition; Edwards, Wattenberg and Lineberry, 2012, Pearson Education, New York, NY

News Periodicals:


CNN Online


The Daily News Record
Attendance Policy:


As with any class, attendance is directly related to the student’s success in the class. This class will follow the attendance policy found in the Student Handbook and the RCPS Parent Handbook.  The Student Handbook can be found online at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_9mdEDnu7INRVdmNlc1X0tDU1U/view?pli=1. It is the student’s sole responsibility to make contact with the teacher for any assignments or work missed while absent from class. Makeup work will be allowed under the school’s policy as stated the student handbook.

Assignments:


Homework and class work will be assigned almost daily. There will also be various projects, outside readings, essays and reports throughout the school year, as well as the requirement that U.S. Government students attend two public meetings and contribute 20 hours of community, non-profit community services prior to the end of the third grading period.  


All test dates will be announced in advance, however, the teacher reserves the right to administer other evaluations unannounced such as quizzes and writing responses.

Expectations:


Students will adhere to the school Honor Code and the Student Code of Conduct at all times, (refer to Student Handbook https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_9mdEDnu7INRVdmNlc1X0tDU1U/view?pli=1). Respect by all is demanded of the student. The student is expected to be on time to class, fully prepared to learn, and must have with them all materials needed for the class each day.

Grading Policy :


There will be no curves administered in the class. There also will be no individual extra credit. Extra credit will be given on a universal, need-to basis:


A
90-100


B
80-89


C
70-79


D
60-69


F
0-59

AP Exams

All students taking Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics will be REQUIRED to take an end of course test. The test can be the AP Exam administered by ETS on May 10, 2016 or the test administered by Mr. Kyger on May 10 and May 11, 2016. Selected students taking any United States Government class may be required to take a pre-class assessment and a post-class assessment test. These test are administered as part of the new teacher evaluation requirements established by the Virginia Department of Education. Students taking Advanced Placement United States Government are expected to score a minimum of 80% on the post-class assessment.

Tests and Quizzes


Tests will be administered following each chapter of study. Refer to the above Grading Policy. Quizzes will be administered periodically and will be subject to the above Grading Policy. Quizzes may or may not be announced in advance.
Year Long Projects:

There are two mandatory government projects that students have to complete by the end of the third grading period. The grades for these projects combined compose 50% of the final nine weeks grade. It is the student’s sole responsibility to meet this requirement prior to the end of the third grading period. The projects are:

1. Community Service- Each government student must complete 20 hours of community service, to be verified by a department administered form kept on file for each student. The nature of the community service must be to a non-profit, secular school or community organization. The student cannot receive any compensation for their work in the form of money or a grade from another class. The student can, however, combine up to 10 hours with one other school organization who also requires community service. 

2. Public Meetings- Each student must attend two public meeting between the first and fifth six weeks. A public meeting is defined as any meeting where   an elected official(s) are conducting public government business on behalf of the general good of the citizens. Students must be in attendance for a minimum of one hour to get credit for the meeting. The student is required to bring proof of attendance in one of the following manners:

a. A signed agenda of the meeting by the meetings chair, or an official attending the meeting.

b. A brief written report of the meeting with an attached agenda or newspaper article about the meeting. 

Students are reminded that participation in the above projects constitutes an extension of the classroom. Therefore, all Student Behavior Policies are in effect. Violation of any of these policies will be handled as if the student were on campus or in the classroom. (Refer to the TAHS Student Handbook and the RCPS Parent Handbook).

Student Handbook:

Students should review all sections of the Rockingham County Schools Student Handbook. Pay careful attention to the sections regarding student use of electronic equipment, student dress code, honors violations, and any other item that may be considered student conduct. Your student hand book may be found online at https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_9mdEDnu7INRVdmNlc1X0tDU1U/view?pli=1.
Course Map:
Advanced Placement United States Government

Unit I: 
Constitutional Principles
Chapters 1 and 2:
Constitutional Principles and Constitutional Foundations

This is a review of the fundamental principles behind the creation of the U.S. Constitution, the Constitutional Convention, and the very Constitution itself. 
Lesson Topics:


· U.S. Government and Politicians in Context

· Defining Democracy

· The Roots of the American Constitutional Experiment

· The Constitutional Convention of 1787

· To Adopt or Not to Adopt?

· Views of the Constitution

· Checking Power with Power

· Judicial Review and the “Guardians of the Constitution”

· Informal Change: The Unwritten Constitution

· Changing the Letter of the Constitution
Chapter 3: 
Federalism 

This chapter explains the three ways governments are organized and the creation of the Federal System in particular. We will explore the concepts of divided government, and separation of powers. We will look to see how this was the system devised to allow shared powers by the national and state governments to govern the people of the United States.
Lesson Topics:

· Defining Federalism

· The Constitutional Structure of Federalism

· The National Courts and Federalism

· The National Budget as a Tool of Federalism

· The Politics of Federalism

Pre-Exam Essay Prompts

Unit I Exam : (TBD)

Unit II: 
The Political Process

Chapter 4:
The American Political Landscape

The chapter will focus on the idea of “political culture”, or the particular set of beliefs, attitudes, and opinions Americans have about their government ought to operate.

Lesson Topics:

· An Exceptional America

· Geography and National Identity

· Where We Live

· Who Are We

· How Much We Own

· Unity in a Land of Diversity

Chapter 5:
Interest Groups

We will explore how various interest groups are formed, organized, and operate to communicate their varied messages and desires to influence public policy and political outcomes.
Lesson Topics:

· Interest Groups Past and Present: The “Mischiefs  of Faction”

· Types of Interest Groups

· Characteristics and Power of Interest Groups

· The Influence of Lobbyists

· Money and Politics

· How Much Do Interest Groups Influence Elections and Legislation?



Chapter 6:
Political Parties

In this chapter, we will study the development of the two-party system in American politics and the role of minor parties. We will also look at the periods of political realignment and the factors that triggered them. We will also explain how the parties work at all levels of government and understand the workings of political parties from the grass roots of local party organizations all the way up to the national party organizations.
Lesson Topics:

· What Parties Do for Democracy

· A Brief History of American Political Parties

· American Political Parties Today

· How Parties Raise and Spend Money

· Are the Political Parties Dying?



Chapter 7:
Public Opinion, Ideology, Participation, and Voting

In this chapter, we will see how our political culture has evolved, how we become the political beings we are, how we form the opinions about politics and public policy we have. We will better understand how our opinions help shape the policies of our government and political leaders.
We will also explore voter turn out rates and alternative forms of voter participation in America.

Lesson Topics:

· Forming Political Opinions and Values

· Public Opinion: Taking the Pulse of the People

· Political Ideology and Attitudes Toward Government

· Participation: Translating Opinions into Action

· Voting Choices

Chapter 8:
Campaigns and Elections

In this chapter we will investigate campaigning and the election processes that help the people choose their representatives in government.

Lesson Topics:

· Elections: The Rules of the Game

· Counting Votes

· Running for Congress

· Running for President

· Money in U.S. Elections

· Improving Elections

Chapter 9:
The Media and U.S. Politics

This chapter will explore the historical evolution and present status of relations between the government and the news media.

Lesson Topics:

· The Influence of the Media on Politics

· The Changing Role of the U.S. News Media

· The Media and Public Opinion

· The Media and Elections

· The Media and Governance

Pre-exam essay prompts

Unit II Exam

Unit III: Policy Making Institutions


Chapter 10:
Congress

Students will become familiar with the structure, organization, and operations of the legislative branch. Students will also explore how Congress interacts within itself and among the other two branches as well as the bureaucracy.
Lesson Topics:

· Congressional Elections

· The Structure and Powers of Congress

· Congressional Leadership and Committees

· How a Bill Becomes a Law

· The Job of the Legislator

· An Assessment of Congress

Chapter 11:
The Presidency
Students will become familiar with the structure, organization, and operations of the executive branch. Students will also explore how the Executive branch interacts within itself and among the other two branches as well as the bureaucracy.
Lesson Topics:

· The Structure and Powers of the Presidency

· Controversies in Presidential Power

· Managing the Presidency

· The President’s Job

· Congress and the Presidency

· Judging Presidents

Chapter 12:
The Federal Bureaucracy and the Public Policy Process
Students will become familiar with the structure, organization, and operations of the executive branch. Students will also explore how the Executive branch interacts within itself and among the other two branches as well as the bureaucracy.
Lesson Topics:

· Understanding the Federal Bureaucracy: Constitutional Origins, Organizations, and Employees

· The Job of the Federal Bureaucracy

· Controlling the Federal Bureaucracy

· Defining Public Policy

· The Public Policy Process

· Citizens and Public Policy

Chapter 13:
The Judiciary

Students will examine the influence of the English common law tradition has had on the development of the American system of justice. Students will understand how American judges have used this tradition time and time again to forge our system of jurisprudence.  Students will also study the federal and state court systems, including their organizational structures, judicial selection, their affect on public and private policy, and how the system is restrained by our system of checks and balances.
Lesson Topics:

· Understanding the Federal Judiciary

· The Three Types of Federal Courts

· The Politics of Appointing Federal Judges

· How the Supreme Court Decides

· Judicial Power and Its Limits

Pre-exam essay prompts

Unit III Exam

Unit IV:
Rights and Liberties

Chapter 14:
Civil Liberties

We are going to carefully evaluate the importance of the 14th Amendment and the nationalization of the Bill of Rights. The post 9/11 trauma on America brings to the forefront the absolute necessity to debate how much liberty are we willing, as a people, to give up to be free. There are 

many important court cases and judicial decisions to review in our study of civil liberties. 
Lesson Topics:

· The Basis for Our Civil Liberties

· First Amendment Freedoms

· Property Rights

· Due Process Rights

· Privacy Rights

· Rights of Criminal Suspects

Chapter 15:
Civil Rights

We are going to carefully evaluate the importance of the 14th Amendment and the nationalization of the Bill of Rights. The post 9/11 trauma on America brings to the forefront the absolute necessity to debate how much liberty are we willing, as a people, to give up to be free. There are 

many important court cases and judicial decisions to review in our study of civil liberties. 
Lesson Topics:

· Equality and Equal Rights

· The Quest for Equal Justice

· Equal Protection of the Laws: What Does It Mean?

· Voting Rights

· Rights to Equal Access: Accommodations, Jobs, and Homes

· Education Rights

· Equal Rights Today

Judiciary Project of selected court cases:

From the list of cases provided, students will research the background of each case, citing the constitutional question(s) that are in question. The student will also summarize the decision and the opinion of the court. If there is a dissent, students will also note the dissenting justice(s) and provide a summary of the dissent. Finally, the student will briefly discuss the importance of the case and the consequences of the decision.

Unit IV Exam


Unit V: Policymaking


Chapter 16:
Making Economic Policy
The student will be introduced to the theories and substances of economic policy.

Lesson Topics:

· An Introduction to Economic Policy

· Fiscal Policy

· Monetary Policy

· Promoting the Economy

· Regulating the Economy

· The Deregulation Movement

· A Continued Federal Role


Chapter 17:
Making Social Policy

The students will review the history of social welfare and the efforts to establish, maintain, expand, or cut major government programs that offer assistance to people in need.

Lesson Topics:

· The Role of the Federal Government in Social Policy

· The Expansion of Social Policy in the Twentieth Century

· Social Policy Challenges for the Future: Health, Education, and Crime



Chapter 18:
Making Foreign and Defense Policy
Students will explore a variety of topics related to United States foreign policy and the roles and responsibilities of the various departments and branches of the United States government in the execution of U.S. foreign policy.

Lesson Topics:

· Understanding Foreign Policy and Defense

· The Foreign Policy and Defense Agenda

· The Foreign Policy and Defense Bureaucracy

· Foreign Policy and Defense Options

· Prospects for the Future



Unit V Exam
Review for the AP Exam

AP Exam:


May 10, 2016

Mr. Kyger’s AP Exam:
May 10 and 11, 2015

Post Exam:


 State and Local Government in Virginia
Teacher Contact Information
(For Parents)
Please remove this page and keep for future reference in the event you should need to contact me:

Teacher name:

Bill Kyger

School address:
800 North Main Street




Bridgewater, VA 22812

Teacher email:

bkyger@rockingham.k12.va.us
Work phone:

(540) 828-2004

Cell phone:

(540) 746-0909
